Memorandum re: 
Clinton Hill Urban Renewal Pro ject 
To: Mayor Carli 


Members of Bie ree Council 
Mariano J, Rinald i 
Be 


Members of ae Central Planning Board 


The Newark Commission for N ation and Rehab- 
ilitation has, after long study and with the me stants of the 
Plannin ng Officer evolved a plan for a neighborhood urban renewal 


have submitted as soon as po oe Be e renewal plan to the 


Certain vital policy decisions must be made by the OTEP ORES 
f this memorandum before any further progress can be made We 
a i 


position 


1. Should the projcct be unassisted or assisted? 


The Federal Government classifics urban renewal projects such 
as the one proposed for Clinton Hill into two categories, unassisted 


the form of grants or loans. All that the City would ceive m 
the Government ld be the benefits of F.H. i #220 mortgage 
nsurance the Federal Housing Administration which woul 
facilitate prop y owners obtaining mortgage nancing on better 
erms (longer term mortgages at lower interest ates.) This; of 
ourse, would it ier for residents t ndcrtake home im= 


c 1 

would be rclatively nominal, we could eo ene ee, that the job of 
preparing and processing Sees would be simpler and eee 
could be obtained more quickly. 


Under the unassisted project the City would EE eos 
at its own cxpense in conformity with the urban renewal 
ti 


This work would be accompanicd b; intensive effort at code en 
forcement and concurrent with this there be an attempt to 
secure voluntary cooperation of property owners. 


Under an assisted project, all of the above functions would be 
undertaken, and in addition, a pplication would be made for federal 
financial_assistance to the City. c extent, pee had to be 
acquired to accomplish the project aa the cost written down for 

> > € 10" 


RTA 


mc rough cstimatcs to show relative costs and bencfits to 
the city under pepe ree alternative conditions are attached to 
this momorandum 


the vicw of the Commission, that despite the simplicity 
and alan n that an unassistcd project might afford, the over- 
a an C 2d 


i 1 
Consequently, the City cannot afford to losc the actual as mastais 
ance and future tate oe an assisted project would provide. 
that cnd, we recomm prepar ration ae submission of an a Sioa 
tion for_an PERPA marke Tencwal pro ject. 


CVE e nee o move ahcad now is of such improtance that 
we further would ree that the City commence acquisition of ane 
shcltcring home sitc Clinton Avcnuc for a park an pcre 

arca. An citort sho are S made to obtain prior appr ova of 

Urban Renewal A aera of the acquisition of that * Fe ae P 
if at all possible cost of acquisition can be included in the 
total projcct cost A naie the City to obtain thc maximum fedcral 
gr 


Should the Urban Renewal Administration refuse or fail to grant 
prior approval of thc acquisition and should acquisition of the 
si 


Fe 
the City's sharc of the cost of c project can be anticipated Tor 
the cxpenditure of the City for this property. 


the recommendation to file for an assisted project 
we have eae with respresentatives of the Urban Renewal Ad- 
4 Eki A 


practical difficultics as approval of such a change in proce 
eo be assured in advance; we might find ourselves confincd to 
an sisted project. Consequently, it is our vicw that the de- 
cision. eae be made now as to the type of application to be 


subm: 
2. What is the appropriate City a agence y, is make the 
applica on and supcrvisc the ogra 
he application is for an unassisted projects in our opinion, 
the city" ae is the only appropr pace R ney nder such a plan, 
the be undertaken woul be he Bee normally undertaken 


by ce ee City departments and eee should be the 
responsibility of the Panina i dircctly 


If the oppi icotion is E ae assisted project, the ade 2d 
possibility of substantial land acquisition, Seee nce and resale 
r disposal pei be “Introduced, a function which normally falls 


City agencics and should be under the direction of the City 


To accomplish the dual functions just outlined, the Urban 
eo a has Ling an for a joint a — more 
Sagency (here the City and the Redevelopment Agency, 


formity with the Urban Renewal Plan. It mi ht be noted that 
urban renewal would require approval of the Central mS nning eee 
a the City Council bcfore it would Became opcrativ 


Bae 


rder to undertake the Clinton Hill Project there must be 


powers should be ted in the City for both the planning a execu- 

tion of project plan except that to the extent that the plan call 

for acquisition of property for resal or private . The Newark 
e 


with the overall plan as developed and carried Bit by the City. 
3. Should the application. (if it is an assisted 


plication k fe a EPLET E es for 2/3 or 
ons of the ae Tre Mae gas 


r an amendment to the Federal law passed just this month, 
it is possible now to obtain not just 2/3r ds as has been the case 
o 


operation on subsequent ee renewal projects. 


applied to Newark in 195 it would mean that the planning 
work would have to be undertaken by existing sett oe at least within 


existing appropriations without deral d rther advised 
that the present work load on e@ Pl soning “Department is such tha 
this additional planning work cannot be this year In other 
words, to seek the higher percentage P the necessar y planning 


and survey work would have to be postponed and undertaken under the 
1958 budget. 


4. Does furtherance Eo the Clinton Hill r ject require 
‘the services of a Coordinator at this time? 


r view, the services of a full- time official to serve 


coordinator for the NCNCR in carrying out ties is indispensable. 
With mounting blic ere: comes ever-increasing job of keepi 
the public and the fe eas groups informed of t City! fforts 
to mak e ame me d nning, Conserv: tion a ne EE a 


2 e 
many city pa and officers inte EEGA tLe the efforts of 
a responsible individual. The Commission's work has been slowed and 
rendered more difficult Z: the fact that it has been without the 

i h n conp 


an individual. We are advised th this would enta e e 
on the City as existing personnel is availab for this assignment. 
Furthermore, i assisted bred ct is undertaken and approved, the 


Coordinator's salary becomes, after approval by the Fede ae i Agency, 
part of the project cost which will be shared by the Fede 
Government. 


re most | anxious to be of service to all the Officials and 
s of the nei D Be 
om 


opportunit ie. scuss +4 a the zattere Sro et in 


ss eas 
on as po ble so that we bs move Torware together on esa most 
onthe E Beha valuable program for our City's 


Respectfully submitted, 


Agnes Coleman, Chairman 


